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The Back to Basics: Cytology workshop focuses on the 
basic principles of cytology, which include the collection 
and preparation of both cytologic and histopathologic 
samples. During this workshop, you will learn to collect and 
prepare cytology samples (including samples for histologic 
evaluation), recognise normal and abnormal cytology 
responses (i.e. inflammation, reactivity and neoplasia), 
interpret cytologic changes in different samples based on 
knowledge of physiology and the changes that can occur in 
various diseases, and understand the indications for cytology 
versus histopathology for different samples. Topics include 
basic cytology principles, comparisons between cytologic and 
histopathologic findings on samples and sample collection.

Workshop content

• Sample collection for cytologic evaluation – collection 
sites and techniques for various cytologic samples, 
information on sample containers, pre-analytical 
considerations and in-clinic sample preparation

• Sample collection for histologic evaluation – collection 
sites and techniques for various cytologic samples, 
information on sample containers, pre-analytical 
considerations and in-clinic sample preparation

• Basic cytologic principles – identification of inflammatory, 
reactive and neoplastic processes, identification of 
cytoplasmic and nuclear criteria of malignancy

• Comparison between cytologic and histopathologic 
findings on samples

Learning outcomes

After successfully completing this workshop, you will be able 
to
• understand how to collect and prepare cytology samples, 

as well as samples for histologic evaluation
• recognise normal and abnormal cytologic responses i.e. 

inflammation, reactivity and neoplasia
• interpret cytologic changes in different samples based 

on knowledge of physiology and the changes which can 
occur in various diseases, and

• understand the indications for cytology vs. histopathology 
for different samples.

Who should enrol?

This workshop is ideal for you if you are a qualified veterinarian 
registered with the SAVC. 

Accreditation and certification

Enterprises University of Pretoria (Pty) Ltd is wholly owned 
by the University of Pretoria. As a public higher education 
institution, the University of Pretoria functions in accordance 
to the Higher Education Act 101 of 1997. Enterprises University 
of Pretoria offers short courses on behalf of the University 
and these short courses are not credit-bearing, and do not 
lead to formal qualifications on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) – unless stated otherwise. Delegates who 
successfully complete a short course and comply with the 
related assessment criteria (where applicable) are awarded 
certificates of successful completion and/or attendance by 
the University of Pretoria.
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